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There was no objection.

———

WAKE UP, AMERICA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, health
care executives indicated to the White
House that they were going to slow the
rate of growth over a period of 10 years,
thereby saving $2 trillion. Wake up,
America. You have to look at the un-
derlying numbers here.

What it means is that their share of
revenue for our health care spending is
going to rise to $12.8 trillion by 2020. At
1.5 percent, slowing the rate of growth
times 10 years—15 percent. You mul-
tiply that times your $12.8 trillion, you
get about $2 trillion.

This is a hoax. It is a swindle.
They’re trying to tell the American
people that these insurance companies
that make money—not providing
health care—are suddenly going to give
the American people a break, when in
fact the rate at which we’re going to be
paying is going to be 35 percent more
than it is now.

Wake up, America. The only plan
that we can have that can work is uni-
versal, single-payer, not-for-profit
health care. Break the chains, the
shackles that these insurance compa-
nies have on our political process.

——————

RENEWABLE ENERGY PART OF AN
ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE STRATEGY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I am grateful that de-
spite all the debate over our Nation’s
energy future, there’s a general con-
sensus that America should be the
world’s leader in the development of
the next generation of cleaner, afford-
able, and renewable energy.

America has a grand tradition of in-
novation. We have been at the fore-
front of great technological advances
throughout our short history because
we have attracted and promoted sci-
entists and entrepreneurs. We have
dreamed big and succeeded.

As the debate over a comprehensive
strategy for energy moves forward, we
must ensure public and private support
for strong renewable energy industry.
The Congressional Renewable Energy
Caucus, which I'm proud to be a mem-
ber of, will continue to be a part of
that support by raising awareness
among our colleagues about the enor-
mous potential of renewable energy.

With the threat of rising gas prices
and utility costs, the time to promote
renewable energy is now.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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TRIBUTE TO REGISTERED NURSES

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I rise
today to pay tribute to the Nation’s
registered nurses and to congratulate
them for the impossible job—but re-
markable job—that they do in nur-
turing and serving and healing Amer-
ica’s sick.

In Harris County, Texas, the county
that I represent, the county presents
24,480 registered nurses. Nurses are pa-
tient advocates and act fearlessly to
protect the lives of those under their
care.

Nurses care for patients but partici-
pate in a wide variety of needed sci-
entific research, and fight cultural and
ethnic disparities and treat all patients
as equal. Nurses are also teachers not
only to future generations of nurses,
but to the public, educating us on
health and safety.

In a year where health care reform is
a top priority, it is significant to ac-
knowledge that 33 national nursing or-
ganizations have endorsed a consensus
statement for the nursing community
that complements five of President
Obama’s tenets.

The real issue is that they have come
together to organize around good
health care. I celebrate the fact that
nurses are in Washington, D.C., speak-
ing on behalf of those who cannot
speak for themselves. It is important
to respect the contributions that our
nurses make.

———

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND EN-
ERGY EFFICIENCY CAUCUS ON
ALGAE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. During the
height of last summer, gas prices hit
an all-time high. Thirty years ago, in
the midst of another energy crisis, our
country began to explore turning algae
into fuel. The microscopic, single-
celled plant has the potential to be a
tremendous resource.

Algae grow very quickly, as anyone
with a backyard garden or a watering
tank in their pasture knows. It ingests
carbon dioxide—releasing oxygen in
the process—and is laden with oils
which can be used to produce biodiesel.

My friends, we need to continue to
explore any and all viable forms of re-
search and development in this renew-
able energy.

On Thursday, Members of Congress
will have the chance to see what the
future may hold for our Nation’s en-
ergy resources at the Congressional Re-
newable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Expo. There are still hurdles to over-
come, but now is the time to begin
working for a strong and diverse re-
newable energy portfolio.

May 12, 2009

[ 1930

SOLAR AND THE RENEWABLE
ENERGY EXPO

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker,
many Members tonight are speaking on
energy efficiency and renewable energy
because they represent tremendous
sources of barely tapped potential to
help our Nation save money, increase
energy independence and reduce green-
house gas emissions.

This week the House Renewable En-
ergy & Energy Efficiency Caucus is
drawing attention to these important
opportunities by sponsoring the annual
Renewable Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Expo. The event will run all day
on Thursday in the Cannon Caucus
room. It will feature over 50 companies
and advocacy groups explaining the
latest and greatest in energy.

Coming from southern Arizona, it’s
no surprise that my favorite type of re-
newable energy, of course, is the sun.
And this is an exciting time for solar
power. Technologies are rapidly im-
proving, and costs are falling.

Solar power is already cost-competi-
tive with peak power in many areas of
the country. Many experts believe that
it is on track to be competitive all day
long within just a few years.

I urge my colleagues to stop by the
expo on Thursday and learn more
about these exciting contributions that
energy efficiency and renewable energy
will make to our future.

————
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. President Obama has
outlined a bold vision for a significant
change in our Nation’s energy policy.
In keeping with the theme this evening
of energy efficiency, I share with you a
vision that the President has borne
that will take and highlight energy ef-
ficiency.

Energy efficiency should be our fuel
of choice, a fuel we need to drill and
mine like we currently drill for oil and
mine for coal. We must invest in de-
mand-side energy solutions as well as
supply-side.

Madam Speaker, we must diversify
our energy portfolio and achieve effi-
cient outcomes.

For example, this
York State, almost 45 percent of a
homeowner’s utility bill will go for
heating and cooling. For every degree
the thermostat is set below 78 degrees,
the customer will use 3 to 5 percent
more electricity.

When government implements rate-
based or taxpayer-funded demand-side
management programs, the public pol-
icy is clear—the kilowatt saved is the
cheapest, cleanest and the quickest
kilowatt we can produce.

summer in New
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Madam Speaker, as we move to cre-
ate legislation that focuses on clean
energy jobs, we must remember the im-
portant role that energy efficiency has
to play.

CLEAN ENERGY JOBS

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, later
this week or next week, the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee will ad-
vance President Obama’s clean energy
jobs program, and we will do that by
maximizing the job creation potential
of renewable clean energy and energy
efficiency.

I saw the enormous potential of job
creation this weekend in Seattle,
Washington, where I went to the Mac-
Donald-Miller Company, a company
that installs highly efficient energy ef-
ficiency heating and cooling systems,
where they have found they can reduce
energy usage by 12 percent simply by
putting in a system that will adjust
the energy depending on what the tem-
perature is outside.

Now if we could get huge efficiency
measures like that and put hundreds of
people to work, like they are doing at
MacDonald-Miller, we’re going to find
that we can grow our economy while
solving global climate change as well.

The energy bill we will do will re-
quire 15 percent clean energy and b per-
cent efficiency. That’s a vision for the
future. We’re going to pass President
Obama’s clean energy jobs plan. That’s
a good thing for the U.S. economy.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

WE MUST CREATE, NOT DESTROY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The recent news from Afghanistan is
particularly troubling. American
bombs Kkilled Afghan civilians last
week. Of course our troops are doing
what they can to avoid civilian casual-
ties, but bombs have a large footprint,
and innocent people are being killed
and injured along with the enemy.

Last week’s incident has angered the
people of Afghanistan, as it would, and
some are demanding the withdrawal of
American troops from their country.
Anti-American sentiment is spreading.

This terrible tragedy, Madam Speak-
er, proves once again that war is not
the way to win hearts and minds, and
it proves that violence is the least ef-
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fective way to achieve our national se-
curity goals and to keep our country
safe.

That’s why I've called upon President
Obama to change our mission in Af-
ghanistan. Instead of military solu-
tions, I've asked him to focus on rec-
onciliation, on economic development,
humanitarian aid and diplomatic ef-
forts.

President Obama is under a great
deal of pressure to expand our military
involvement in Afghanistan, but I also
know that he is a man of peace, not
war. So I’m hopeful that he will begin
to rely more and more on peaceful so-
lutions to the situation in Afghanistan
and Pakistan as well before things get
out of hand.

The President has already taken
some important steps towards peace.
He is encouraging civilians and mili-
tary reservists to go to Afghanistan
and to Pakistan to help with develop-
ment projects.

He’s also announced that he will go
to Egypt next month to deliver a
speech to the Muslim world. This will
be an important opportunity for the
President to hold out the hand of
friendship and to spread good will.

The speech in Egypt will be the sec-
ond time that President Obama has
spoken directly to the Muslim people
because last month he addressed the
Turkish Parliament where he declared,
and I quote him, ‘“The United States is
not and will never be at war with
Islam.” He promised to ‘‘seek broader
engagement with the Muslim people
based on mutual interests and mutual
respect.”

He then quoted an old Turkish prov-
erb that says, ‘““You cannot put out fire
with flames.”” And he said, ‘““The future
must belong to those who create, not
those who destroy.”

I agree with the end of destruction
wholeheartedly. That’s why I propose a
comprehensive new national security
plan called the SMART Security Plat-
form for the 21st Century. Instead of
violence and destruction, it emphasizes
diplomacy, international cooperation,
conflict prevention and nuclear non-
proliferation.

This SMART Security Platform
would eliminate the root causes of vio-
lence by supporting democracy build-
ing, global health, better educational
opportunities, particularly for girls
and women, and development aid and
debt relief for countries.

It calls for a broad range of policies
to stop the spread of conventional, bio-
logical, chemical and nuclear weapons.
It would deny hundreds of billions of
dollars every year to irresponsible re-
gimes by ending our Nation’s addiction
to foreign oil. And it strengthens inter-
national intelligence and law enforce-
ment so we can track down and stop in-
dividuals involved in violence while
still respecting human and civil rights.

These are the steps that will put
America back on the moral high
ground, where we will be in a much
better position to lead the world to-
ward peace.
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Madam Speaker, the Turkish proverb
is right. You cannot put out fire with
flames. That’s what we learned in Iraq,
and that’s what we’re learning again in
Afghanistan.

It’s time for a new strategy that rec-
ognizes that creating, not destroying,
is the best way to make our future safe
and to make the future of our children
safe and the future of our world as
well.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POSEY addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

SINALOA DRUG CARTEL WANTS
OLD WEST SHOOT-OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
according to the Los Angeles Times,
the Mexican Attorney General’s office
has informed U.S. authorities that the
Sinaloa drug cartel of Mexico has been
ordered by its leader Joaquin ‘‘El
Chapo’” Guzman, also known as Shorty,
to use guns and shoot it out, if nec-
essary, with American law enforce-
ment. This has been ordered by the
drug kingpin to protect his drugs from
seizure and capture by U.S. authori-
ties.

Law enforcement officials in Arizona
have received two alerts that the
Guzman smugglers have been told to,
quote, use their weapons to defend
their loads at all costs.

The threat of escalated violence is
for several reasons. One, El Chapo no
longer can afford to lose drugs because
of his connections and partnerships
with Colombian drug cartels that are
making greater demands on him for
successful smuggling into the United
States. Also, El Chapo is competing
with rival drug cartels and attempting
to take their business, their territory
and their drugs. Thus, he wants to
make sure his smugglers outgun the
competition old west style.

Another reason for more violence is
the drug smugglers no longer will get
paid unless they deliver the goods to a
U.S. destination. Therefore, they are
becoming more trigger happy.

A few weeks ago a shoot-out between
two drug smuggling groups took place
on a road leading to Phoenix, Arizona.
The criminals were trying to hijack
each other’s loads.

United States Border Patrol in Tuc-
son has stated that confrontation be-
tween law enforcement and suspected
traffickers has grown more violent.
The L.A. Times reports weapons-re-
lated assaults against U.S. border
agents rose 24 percent last year as com-
pared to 2007.

Besides using weapons, the criminals
throw rocks at our Border Patrol and
ram their vehicles into agent vehicles.
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